In your essay, you should:

•	Argue that the book you have chosen should be included in the American literary canon.

•	Use at least three primary sources pulled from the readings covered during the course.

•	Support your assertions using evidence from the primary texts, lesson videos, summary notes, streaming video clips, and the background readings from your textbook.

Remember, you are making a case as to why your book should stand among the great pieces we have read.
You will need to consider some of the literary movements, periods, and ideals we've covered— Colonial, Revolutionary, Enlightenment, Nationalism, Puritanism, Romanticism, Transcendentalism, Realism, Naturalism, Regionalism—as well as the primary works you've selected from among them. Explain how your particular work fits into or has elements of these movements.

•	How was your selected book influenced by these movements?

•	How does your selected book add to the tradition?

•	Finally, based on the development of American literature as you've studied it in this course, why will your selected book become an important piece of the American canon?

Formatting

Overall, your paper must use proper MLA formatting. Keep the following guidelines in mind as your work:

•	The paper should be double spaced, use 12 pt. font, and have one inch margins.

•	Use MLA formatting for the heading and page numbering.

•	Use MLA formatting when citing direct quotes and paraphrases in your paper.

•	Your paper should be four to six pages in length.
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A short paragraph (8 sentences) should suffice for each selection you make.
2015 Lamar University
1 of 2


